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Date
16" cent.

Extent
471 folios

Former shelfmarks
Archbishop Ussher’s shelfmark ‘EEE 1’ on folio 5v; ‘Class. A. Tab. 4. No. 21’ written in ink on
the verso of folio iv (front flyleaf).

Summary of contents

New Testament, including Acts, Epistles and Revelation, with additional prefaces.

Greek New Testament: Novum Testamentum graece, ed. E. Nestle, K. Aland et al., 27" edn
(Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1993).

folios 6r-7r: Titles of St Matthew’s Gospel

tit.: To0 kata Matbaiov ayiov edayyeAiov Ta ke@dAaia.
inc.: a’ mept TOV paywv

des.: &n'mepi T aitrioews 00 oWpatog Tol Kupiov.

folios 7v-53v: Gospel of St Matthew

tit.: TO kata patdaiov evayyéAlov

folio 12r-v is only partially written, for 12 lines of text only

Telos: T® Bed xdpig.

€V T® OVOUaTL TOU TaTPOG Kal ToU vloD Kai ToD Tveduatog ayiw aumv.

folio 54r-v: Titles of St Mark’s Gospel

tit.: To0 kata pudpkov ayiov evayyeAiov kepdAata.
folios 55r-87r: Gospel of St Mark

tit.: TO kata pu&pkov evayyéALlOV

telos: TéAog toD ebayyeAiov Katd HapKOV.
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folios 87v-89r: Titles of St Luke’s Gospel

tit.: Tod kata Aovkav ayiov ebayyehiov ta ke@aAaia
folios 89v-146v: Gospel of St Luke

tit.: TO kata Aovkdv dyiov eDayyéAlov

€1¢ TNV yéveorv To Tpodpouov

ff. 147r-v (1. 2): Titles of St John’s Gospel

Preface at f. 146v: iotéov Ot1 TO Katd Twdvvny eDayyEALOV €V TOIG XpOVoLg
tit.: To0 katd iwdvvnv ayiov ebayyeAiov T keQdAaix

ff. 147v-191v: Gospel of St John

tit.: TO kata iwdvvny dylov edayyéAiov

telos: T® Be® d6&a.

folio 192r: Verses to the Evangelist John

tit.: Ztixot €ig tov ebayyeoTnv iwdvvny

inc.: Bpovtfi¢ tov vidv, Tig Bpotdv ur Bavudon

des.: Tpavel Beovpyov kai madnt(eiv) capkia.

Note on the composition of the Gospel:

inc.: iotéov 611 TO Kata iwdvvnv ebayyéAtov év Toig xpdvoig Tpaiavod
des.: £&vdo€ov To0 Xp1otod yevedv.

folios 192r-193v: Proemium to the Gospel of John:

tit.: Tlpooipiov o0 katd iwdvvny evayyeliov

inc.: To mvevpatog Svvapig

des.: dpktéov fdN, Kal Tfi¢ ToD pNnTol dvantuEewg.

folios 194r-195r, 1. 8: Concerning the Gospel of Mark
inc.: TO kata Mdapkov eDayyéAlov Heta déka

des.: &xove 00V i enoiv: dpyr) tod edayyeAiov.

folio 195r: Note on the composition of the Gospel:

inc.: 1oTedV OTL TO KATA PAPKOV €VayYEATOV DITEYOPELON €V pGOUN VIO TETPOU.
des.: eikdva To0 evayyeAiov deikvig.

folios 195r-195v, 1. 4: Verses to the holy evangelist Mark:
tit.: Ztixot €i¢ TOV Ay10V UAPKOV TOV EDAYYEALGTAV.

inc.: [Iétpov punbeig toig anoppntov Adyoig

des.: olveka d¢ petpdmeaiv, edayyehog GANoG EOeixOn.
folios 195v, 1. 5-196: Proemium to the Gospel of Luke:
tit.: [Ipootutov tod kata Aovkav Belov ebayyeAiov

inc.: Xpn thv éviOyxavovrta tfide tf] PiPAw

des.: Toi¢ évtuyxdvouot Ta voruata.
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Prefaces:

folio 196r-v: Titus of Bostra:

tit.: Titov émokdmov Bootpig

inc.: "Totéov tovg ueV GANOLG €DaYYEALOTAG, £€ GPETMOV GPXOUEVOUG
des.: 1 T00 000 ékkAnoia mpodéyet(a).

folios 196v-197v: Cosmas Indicopleustes:

tit.: Koopd ivdikomAevotov

inc.: 00Tog 6 Aoukdg O Tpitog TV edayyeAIoTGV 8¢ Bewpricac ToANODG
des.: kal TOV €avtod HabnTV TOV B0@IAf] Oedpiiov.

inc.: Aoukdg 6 pakdpiog ebayyeAoThg aTpdg UV v THY TéXvnv-
des.: kata dxpiBeiav Emotnoaro.

folio 197v: Note on the Gospel of Luke:

tit.: Ut60eo1g TOU KATX Aovkav bayyeAiov

inc.: Kata Aovkav to ebayyéAov Emyéypamnt(at)

des.: kal peta tadta aveAnedn PAendviwv TtV padntdv.

folio 198r, 11. 3-end: Note on the Gospel of Luke:

inc.: Aovkdg 6 Oioc dvTioxelg UEV 1v-

des.: T 6vTi €oTiv dKOVELY TOD eDayyeAiov.

folio 198v, 11. 1-3: Note on the Gospel of Luke:

inc.: iotéov 611 TO Kata Aovkav ebayyéAtov, Lreyopevdn IO TavAOL
des.: Bupidvrog fparo.

folio 198v, 11. 4-20: Niketas Paphlagon, Verses on St Luke:

tit.: Zrixor Niknta @iAocd@ov tod MagAaydvog gig TV ebayyeAoTNV AOUKAV.
inc.: Zwf|g tov dptov Xpiotov RELWUEVOS

des.: TlaGAov yap €oxe texvik(nv) moadotpiPnv.

folios 198a, b, ¢, recto-verso: blank

folio 199r-v: pious notes and mottos in different hands

folios 200r-225r: Epistle to the Romans:

no title

inc.: [ITJaGAog 000G 'Incod Xpiotol, KAntdg dndotolog
telos: T® Be® xdp1g dunv.
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folios 225v-226r: Prologue to the First Letter to the Corinthians:
tit.: [t]avtnv émotéAAet &nd E@éoov ti¢ Aciag.

inc.: éwpakmg avtovg RN Kai didd&ag

des.: mepihoylag t|g €1¢ TOUG arylovug, Kal TEAEIOL TNV EMOTOANV
telos: T® Be® xdp1g.

folios 226v-248v: First Epistle to the Corinthians

inc.: [IT]adAog kAntog dmdotolog

folio 249r-v, 1l. 1-12: Prologue to the Second Epistle to the Corinthians:

tit.: [t]avtnv émotéAAet &no pakedoviag. 1 8¢ tpdpacig tig EmotoAfig abtn.
inc.: de€duevog Kopvvoiot

des.: v gvxaplotia TEAELOT THV EMGTOANV.

folios 249, 1. 13-265v: Second Epistle to the Corinthians:

inc.: [IT]atAog &rdotolog (ool Xpiotod) d1d OeAfuatog

telos: T® 0e® xdapig €v Xp1ot® 'Incod td Kupiw.

folio 266r: Prologue to the Epistle to the Galatians:

tit.: [t]avtnv €motéAAel 4o POUNG fwpakws {On avtol kal did&ag 1 8¢ mpdpaoig tfig
EMIOTOARG aUTH.

inc.: 018ax0évteg KaA®O¢ Faldtat

des.: kal S184€ac, teAeiol.

folios 266v-274v, 1. 8: Epistle to the Galatians:

inc.: [IT]adAog &rdotolog 00k &' dvOpbnWY

telos: T® Oe® xdp1g kot d6Eax dunv.

folios 274v, 1. 9-275r: Prologue:

tit.: ipdAoyog. [tJavtnv émotéAAel &nd POUNG, UATIW UEV ADTOUG EWPAKADG
des.: Tederol TV EMGTOARV.

telos: T® 0@ xdp1ic.

folios 275v-283v: Epistle to the Ephesians:

inc.: [IT]atAog dndotolog Tnood Xpiotol dik OeArjuatog

telos: dunv. téAog.
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folio 284r-284v, 1. 3: Prologue:

inc.: [t]avtnv émotéAAet &mod POUNG Ewpakwg avTovg dua kai diddéac:
des.: ka1l mpotpePduevog i T 0N TeAelol.

folios 284v, 1. 4-289v, 1. 10: Epistle to the Philippians:

inc.: [ITJadAog kai Tiu60soc dodAot 'Incod Xpiotod

telos: qunv.

folios 289v, 1. 11-290v, 1. 4: Prologue:

inc.: [t]adtnv émotéAAel 4o POUNG EWPAKWDC UEV aDTOVC,
des.: adTOUG dvayv@var Kal oUTw TeAELOL TV EMGTOANV.
folios 290v, 1. 5-296r, 1. 13: Epistle to the Colossians:

inc.: [ITJadAog dndotolog Incod Xpiotol dik OeAfuatog
telos: dunv.

folios 296r, 1. 14-297r, 1. 7: Prologue:

inc.: [tJadtny émotéAAel Ao dONVOV, £WPaKWE TPATEPOV AVTOVG
des.: mdot o1 AdeA@oig. Kai 0UTw TeAELOT TNV EMOGTOANV.

folios 297r, 1. 8-303r, 1. 3: First Epistle to the Thessalonians:

inc.: [IT]adAog kai ZiAvavog

des.: TOV domaopov.

folios 303r, 1. 4-306r, 1. 2: Second Epistle to the Thessalonians:

tit. (added in later ink): tpoc Osooalovikeic deutépa.

inc.: [IT]adAog kai ZiAvavog

telos: dunv.

folio 306r, 1. 3-306v: Prologue:

inc.: [t]avtnv émotéAet &mod pakedoviag n 8¢ mpdpaociq
des.: mapéPnoav tnv miotiv, TeEAELOT TNV EMOTOANV.
folios 307r- 313v, L. 8: First Epistle to Timothy:

inc.: [ITJaGAog &ndotolog Incod Xp1otol KaT EmitaynV
telos: qunv.

folios 313v, 1. 9-314v, 1. 1: Prologue:

inc.: [tJadtnv émotéAAeL amd POUNG. N 8¢ mpdpaoig Th¢ EmotoAfic altn
des.: €deri€duevot, teAelol TNV EMGTOARV.

The rest of folio 314v is blank.
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folios 315r-319r: Second Epistle to Timothy:
inc.: [ITJadAog dndotolog Incod Xpiotol dik OeAfuatog
telos: aunv.

folios 319v-320r, 1. 5: Prologue:

inc.: tpéAoyog. [tlavtny émotéAAel dmd NikomdAewg
des.: £pywV TPo1oTAUEVOUG. Kal TEAELOT TNV EMIOTOARV.
telos: T® Be® xdp1g €1g TOUG AlIVAG TOV AIOVWV, AUNV.
folios 320r, 1. 6-322v, L. 11: Epistle to Titus:

tit. (added): mpog oV titov.

inc.: [IT]adAog doGAo¢ 00D dmdotolog

telos: aunv.

folio 322v, 1. 11-16: Prologue:

inc.: [t]Jadtny émotéAAel and POUNG. ) 8¢ mpdpacig avtn, Ovnoipog
des.: Eeviav abT® £To1udong Kol TeAe1ol.

folios 323r-324r, 1. 3: Epistle to Philemon:

inc.: [ITJadAog (Gndotolog) deopiog 'Inood Xpiotod

telos: Gunv.

folios 324r, 1. 4-325v, 1. 4: Prologue:

tit.: ITpooiyiov €ig TNV €motoAnV mpog ERpatoug.
inc.: [t]avtny émotéAAetl ano TraAiov

des.: dvayvwoig mpotodoa d1d&Eet.

folios 325v, 1. 5-344v, . 6: Epistle to the Hebrews:
inc.: [rtJoAvpuep®g kai ToALTPOTIWG

telos: dunv. TéAog ovv T@ Oe®

fohos 344v, |. 7-345r: Prologue to the Acts of the Apostles:

inc.: [IT]pd&ic dmootéAwv to PifAiov kaAeitar

des.: omoSnpw(v avTOD.

inc.: [IT]p@to¢ Ziuwv 6 Aeyduevog MéTpog:

des.: aneotdAn peta Bapvafa.

folios 345v-411r: Acts of the Apostles:

inc.: [t]ov uév mpdtov Adyov émoinoduev mepi tdvtwv @ Bedile.
des.: yeta mdong mappnoiag dkwAOTWG.
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folio 411v: Prologue to the Epistle of St James:
inc.: [lpooiptov.

[E]neidn avtog lak@Pog tavtny ypdeet

des.: auapTI®V, Kal 0UTW TEAELOT TNV ENLGTOANV.

folios 412r-418r, 1. 8: Epistle of St James:
inc.: "TakPBog Beob kat Kvpiov 'Tnoos Xpiotod oTA0g
des.: TAfi0o¢ apapTiddVv.

folio 418r, 1. 9-418v, 1. 13: Prologue to the Epistle of Judas:
inc.: [T]avtnv émotoAnVv ypdeet toig fidn motevoaotv:
des.: teAelol TV £MGTOANV.

folios 418v, 1. 14-420v, L. 10: Epistle of Judas:

inc.: "Toddag 'Incod Xpiotod dodAg,

telos: aunv.

folios 420v, 1. 11-421r, 1. 12: Prologue to the First Epistle of St Peter:
inc.: [T]avtnv 6 Métpog toig &v Tfj Staomopd

des.: T® kp1tf]. Kal oUTwW TEAELOL TNV EMIGTOAN V.

folios 421r, 1. 13-427v, 1. 12: First Epistle of St Peter:

inc.: [TT)étpog dmdotoAog 'Tnool Xp1oTod EKAEKTOIG

telos: aunv.

The rest of folio 427v, and folio 427a are blank.

folios 428r-432r, 1. 5: Second Epistle of St Peter:

inc.: Topewv Métpog doUAog kol AndoToA0g

telos: aunv.

The rest of folio 432r, and folios 432v-433r are blank. These and the previous blanks may
have been left in order to write a prologue for these epistles, as the previous pattern
established in this manuscript.
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folios 433v-440r, 1. 10: First Epistle of St John:

tit. (added): émiotoAr] iwdvvou 1| Tp&dTN

inc.: [*0] Av &m'dpxfc, 6 dxnkdauev

at folio 439r, 1. 11-17, the MS contains textual variants on 1 John 5, 6 followed by the
famous ‘Johannine comma’ (1 John 5, 7-8):

00t0G éotiv 6 A0V d1'Bdatog, kai afuatog kai Tvebuatog dyiov, Tncolc Xp1otdc: ovk &V T¢)
Udatt uévov GANEV T Udatt Kal aipaty Kal TO TvedUa €0TL TO MapTLPoDV 8Tt O XP1oTOg
goTiv aAnOsixr / St Tpeic eloiv ol puaptupodv(eg) v T ovpav®, Tatnp, Adyog Kal Tvedua
&ytov [sic] kai o0tot o Tpeig, &v elor/ kal Tpeig eloiv oi paptupodvr(es) év T Yii, Tvedua,
Bdwp, kai aiua,...

des.: &m0 TV €idWAwv.

folios 440v-441r: Second Epistle of St John:

inc.: [TT]peoPutepog ékAakti] Kupia

des.: xdp1g yeta cod.

A few lines blank on folio 440v before the beginning of the text
folios 441v-442v, |. 3: Third Epistle of St John

inc.: [‘0] mpeofutepog Fatw T dyannt®

des.: kat’6voua.

A few lines blank on folio 441v before the beginning of the text; the rest of folio 442v is
blank

folios 443r-469v: Apocalypse of St John:

tit.: Atok&Avic Twdvvou tod BeoAdyov.

inc.: ArokaAvig 'Incod Xpiotod

telos: TéAog.



Physical description

Materials: Western paper, of medium thickness; in transparency the levigation marks are
visible as jagged lines.

Watermarks: the main watermark, already published by Abbott, Hermathena (see below,
Bibliography), firmly witnesses the unity of the production, spanning folios 9 to 465, and
places the provenance of the paper at Genoa in the first decade of the sixteenth century;
Abbott’s tracing is perhaps closest to Br. 5258 (Genoa, 1516), but it is likely that related
types of ‘Croissant’ were employed; the exact reconstruction is hampered by the
fragmentary state of the extant traces, only visible at the upper gutter corner throughout
the book; at times the arms of the upper cross are slightly bent (e.g. folios 301, 384, 440),
and in a few instances they end in small circles (folios 421, 424, 438, 439, 459), thus more
closely resembling Br. 5259 (Geneva, 1532 and 1538 respectively); the letters in the lower
part of the circle are particularly well discernible at folios 172, 259, 276, while at folios 419
and [?432] an apparently different letter, perhaps the top of a double-traced P, is visible;
see also folio 344, where [?Abbott] traced the letters ‘E M’ in pencil; finally, at folio 460 the
clear traces of a ‘M’ are followed by a distinct ‘U’, which however, being cut off at the upper
part, might in origin have been an ‘0’; another design is visible at the centre of the upper
margin on folios 168 and 340, consisting of a quatrefoil supporting a small orb on a line,
perhaps again another variant of ‘Croissant’ comparable to Br. 5238/5239 (Lucca,
1508/1511-16); the design is reversed on folio 349, so that the orb is closer to the paper
edge, and the quatrefoil is supported by it: this diminutive design may be comparable to
the ‘Cercle’ of Br. 3123 (Troyes, 1559), or it is possible that it surmounted another design,
similar to the ‘Couronne’ of Br. 4945 (Reutlingen, 1531-2); in fact, there may be traces of a
‘crown’ design in the lower gutter margins of folios 313/314, 320/321, 326/327, [7363],
334/335, but the quality of the paper does not permit precise tracings.

Foliation: 3 front flyleaves of modern Japanese paper, conjoint with the pastedown (folios i-
iii); one flyleaf of original paper (folio iv); one paper stub; the original front flyleaf, folio 1,
bearing the imprint of the leather folds of the original binding; one paper stub, folio 2,
encased in a modern paper leaf: the stub is written by ‘John Ycard’, dean of Achonry, c.
1720-1722, transcribed by McDonald, p. 110 (see below, Bibliography): “Greek Testament
M.S. |Dean Ycard | this N.T. is, as i Can prove it, the same | wch. in ye English polaglote [sic]
in Gregory & | in Mills is Called Montfortius. one | of ye Most Notables [sic]; & however the
rea | dings of ye same were not gathered but | to ye 22 of ye Acts of the holy Apostles | &
those of ye 1rst Chap of ye Epistle to [folio 2v] the Romans. the Covert [sic] is loose & | one
of the Sheets is Loose too. i Would | have had it bound, if i Could have | taken so Much upon
me, & added | what i think fit to prove What | M.S. it is: yt, hence forth people be | not so
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much at a loss. as i wass [sic]. | John Ycard”; another flyleaf (folio 3) of original paper with
copious notes, including probatio pennae with various sacred quotations, two Latin notes (on
the recto and verso) of difficult transcription, and some previous shelfmarks; another eight
folios of original paper (folios 3a-3c, 4, 4a-c, 5), all blank except for the verso of folio 4, with
a further note in Latin in the same ink and script as those at folio 3r-v and Ussher’s
shelfmark (EEE.1) on folio 5v; after a stub of modern paper, the manuscript text begins on
folio 6r and ends on folio 469v; there is a double foliation for the text of the Apocalypse,
beginning on folio 443 (= p. 1) and ending on folio 469v (= p. 54): this pagination is written
in the lower external corner of the page, also in pencil; however, the continuity of the
quires at this point (see below, Collation) militates against the hypothesis that this book
was once bound separately; the next 4 leaves of original paper are foliated ‘470’, ‘471’ then
folios v and vi; there are a further three flyleaves of modern paper, conjoint with the back
pastedown.

Collation: The re-binding makes the collation difficult, as the sewing stitches are not always
clearly visible. However, the quaternions are, for the most part, regular: folios 3-4c, incl. 3a-
c and 4a-c; folios 5-12, a stub of modern paper is now visible between folios 5 and 6; folios
13-20; folios 21-28, 'b'"; folios 29-36, 'c'; folios 37-44, 'd"; folios 45-52, 'e"; folios 53-60, 'f'; folios
61-68, 'g'; folios 69-76, 'h'; folios 77-84, 'i'; folios 85-92, 'k'; folios 93-100, 'l'); folios 101-107,
stub of one cut leaf after folio 105, no textual loss, 'm'; folios 108-115, 'n'; folios 116-123, '0";
folios 124-131, 'p"; folios 132-140, 'q'; folios 140-147, 'r'; folios 148-155, 's (sigma)"; folios 156-
163, 't"; folios 164-171, 'u'; folios 172-179, 'x"; folios 180-187, 'y"; folios 188-195 'z'; folios 196-
199, incl. 198a-c, stub of cut off leaf, probably blank, after folio 198a, 'aa' ; folios 200-207,
'bb'; folios 208-215, 'cc'; folios 216-223, 'dd"; folios 224-231, 'ee'; folios 232-239, 'ff'; folios
240-247, 'gg'"; folios 248-255, 'hh'; folios 256-263, 'ii'; folios 264-271, 'kk'; folios 272-279, 'lI;
folios 280-287, 'mm"; folios 288-295, 'nn"; folios 296-303, '00'; folios 304- 311, 'pp'; folios 312-
319, 'qq"; folios 320-327, 'rr'"; folios 328-335, 'ss'; folios 336-343, 'tt"; folios 344-351, 'uu'; folios
352-359, 'xx'; folios 360-367, 'yy'; folios 368-375, 'zz"; folios 376-383, 'aaa' (a fourth 'a' is
struck out); folios 384-391, 'bbb'; folios 392-399, 'ccc'; folios 400-407, 'ddd"; folios 408-415,
'eee'; folios 416-423, 'fff'; folios 424-430, incl. 427a, 'ggg'; folios 431-438, 'hhh'; folios 439-446;
folios 447-454; folios 455-462; folios 463-470; the remaining 3 original leaves are inserted in
the book through a fold of modern paper whose stubs are visible before folio 471 and after
folio vi.

Quire signatures: most numbers written in the margin in Roman or Greek numerals
actually belong to the internal divisions of the Gospel text; [?printer’s] signatures,
beginning with ‘b’ at folio 21 and end with ‘hhh’ at folio 431, are written in the lower right-
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hand corner in a reddish-brown ink unlike that of the script or of any of the marginalia; a
[?Greek hand], cf. the types of ‘b’ and ‘s’ employed.

Style of script: untidy late minuscule of various nuclei.

Number of hands: the frequent variations in size and appearance of the writing, including
thickness of ductus and colour of ink, make the distinction into separate hands very
difficult, and the transition between them not clearly marked; the copy almost looks like a
working copy of the NT, perhaps in view of an edition; the following description attempts
to mirror the situation, but a closer look at the palaeographical appearance of the
manuscript, and a thorough comparative study, have as yet to be undertaken: folios 6r-62v:
spidery script of tiny module written with a thin pen, increasing in module almost
imperceptibly after folio 62r, and again from around folio 87r onwards; the ink becomes
darker at folio 78r, and the first 7 lines of folio 79r seem written in another hand, but are
similar to the first lines of folio 90r (overwritten?) and of folio 99r, folio 136r, lines 1-2,
folios 137v-138r, folio 139r, line 8, folio 155r, lines 1-5, 165r, lines 1-7, folio 200r, lines 1-3
etc; the untidy appearance increases at folio 96r, and the script becomes more cursive and
slightly tilted to the right, e.g. at folios 114-115, 159v, 161r, 162r (here ‘sinuous’); at folios
107v-108r a peculiar ‘zeta’ is employed, like a large reversed ‘S’; again, angle and thickness
of the ductus, ink and general appearance change at folios 121r, line 4-112v, line 17, the
previous angularity shed for a more sinuous movement in the curved strokes of the letters,
which however do not seem to alter radically in morphology: the alternation of the
‘angular’ and ‘sinuous’ styles on folio 123r-v favours the conclusion that these two styles
belong to the same hand; from folio 124r there is again a prevalence of the ‘angular’ style,
diminishing again the size of the nuclei down to barely 1 mm; from folio 200r the module
grows larger and a wider repertoire of letter-shapes is drawn from (e.g. capital gamma
ending in a hook, the xi in ligature with the following vowel); an indented space has been
left for the initials of the Letters and their sub-chapters, but remained blank - perhaps a
sign of haste in the composition of the manuscript; folios 443r-469v (Apocalypse): the
letters here are neater and upright, and give the impression of the writing being
compressed between two imaginary vertical lines; there is a frequent use of the diaeresis,
not previously apparent, but again the script is not homogeneous in size, and is capable of
very small nuclei, as on folios 452v-453r; this hand (or style) is found in annotations
throughout the manuscript (see below, Marginalia).
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Inks: variable shades of dark ink, from pale grey-brown to dark brown, and mostly pale,
brownish-red for rubrics (from folio 22r), though the initial rubrics colour is a much
brighter shade.

Page layout: single text block measuring 105-122 x 85 mm, 17-20 11/p.
Ruling: faint traces of a vertical justification by hard point.
Measurements: 163 X 120 mm.

Marginalia: at least two scribal hands can be distinguished writing frequent marginalia, one
mainly reporting variants to the texts, and the other mainly adding titles and liturgical
rubrics in brown ink; a similar hand to this also writes marginalia but in a grey ink,
including notes from the Suidas (folios 53v, 146v); at folio 87r, telos written in Greek in ink
of quire signatures; in the lower margins there are also a number of erased or quasi-erased
notes, displaying a light brown ‘halo’ from this process (a kind of spalmature?), cf. folios
19r, 91v-92r, 164v-165r, 170v, 173v, etc.; twice at folio 198v the invocation ‘Jesus, Mary
Francis’ (inooU¢ uapia @pdykiokog) is written, once erased in-between texts (with brown
‘halo’), then again at the top margin in the same light brown ink; this marginal hand here
writes small and controlled Greek letters, more similar to the scribal style than to the
convolution of the pen-trials, such as the one faintly visible on the upper corner of the
same folio; cf. also folio 199v (erasure applying to a scribal-like writing); there are also a
number of Latin notes: in brown ink similar to that signing the name of Thomas at folio
12v, cf. folios 3v, 4v, 148r [?John], 195v-196r; in darker brown ink, at folios 8r, 90r, 97v, 148r;
and in pale grey ink adding titles and marginal notes, e.g. at folio 19r; notes also at folios
470v and 471r.

Binding note

The manuscript has undergone extensive conservation work at TCD in 1986 (see below,
Conservation) retaining some original binding components; the original sixteenth-century
goatskin covers, stamped in longitudinal bands with vegetable designs, wormed in a few
places, were applied over nineteenth-century millboards replacing the original beech
boards; the original foredge hasps were found intact, while new back-board clasps were
added; the book was sewn on 3 double linen cords following the original sewing mark-up;
the spine is entirely new, lined with aero linen and rebacked with Harrild Sirocco goatskin;
the linen headbands are also new, and handmade paper endpapers were added at the front
and back; the manuscript is housed in a linen buckram drop back box.



History of the manuscript

This manuscript is significant largely for the fact that it was used by Erasmus as the source
for the Greek text of a controversial Trinitarian interpolation, the so-called Johannine
Comma (1 John 5:7-8), first included in the third edition of his Greek text (1522). In his
Annotations to the passage, Erasmus refers to this manuscript as a Codex Britannicus.
Although Erasmus suspected that this passage had been added to the manuscript by back-
translation from the Latin Vulgate, he included the passage in order to fend off the
accusation that he wished to promote the Arian heresy. This codex is one of only two
extant Greek manuscripts predating 1522 to contain this passage (the other is Vatican,
Ottob. gr. 298). The earlier part of this manuscript was collated for use in the London
Polyglot. It was first identified as Erasmus’ Codex Britannicus by the French clergyman Jean
Ycard (1708), dean of Achonry.

Franciscan origin or ownership of the volume deductible from the invocation on folio 198v
(see above, Marginalia); the Franciscan owner may have been called Fr Froye (perhaps
William Roye: see McDonald, p. 88 in Bibliography below);

folio 12v: ‘sum thome cleme(n)tis olim fratris froyhe’. Thomas Clement was the son of John
Clement (c. 1500-1572), a famous physician, and the grandson of Thomas More (1478-1535).
The manuscript was in John Clement’s library in 1549, and Thomas inherited it from his
father at some point thereafter (see McDonald, pp. 14-15);

William Chark (1582), an active Presbyterian controversialist in Elizabeth’s reign;

Thomas Montfort (d. 1632), whence its name: earlier shelfmark ‘MS G. 97’ written in brown
ink on folio 1 (original flyleaf) and on folio 3r: ‘Montfortius’s Greek Testament MS. G. 97.
Above this note, in the same ink in Greek: ‘ei¢ €ot1 00¢ 6¢ oUpavov { €revée kal yaiav
udkpav. Sophocles’. [this phrase is quoted by Ps.-Justin Martyr, Cohortatio ad gentiles, ed.
Morel, p. 17, section E, 1. 6; idem, De monarchia, ed. Morel, p. 104, sect. C, 1. 5; Athenagoras
Apol., Legatio sive supplicatio pro Christianis, ch. 5, sect. 3, L. 4; it is clearly attributed to
Sophocles by John Malalas, Chronographia, p. 40, 1. 17 (TLG refs)].

The manuscript came to Trinity through Archbishop Ussher, whose collation from this
codex converged in the edition of the Polyglot Bible by Bishop Brian Walton (1600-1661).
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